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What’s Your Inspiration?

“P@ t all started with Shrek,” Braden River High School (BRHS) student Durrell Dowling said. “At the time, | was in Mr. Erickson’s
I eighth grade technology class at Haile Middle School. That movie inspired me to learn more about 3D animation and computers.
It was the reason | chose the career pathway that | did. | loved every aspect of it!”

Durrell is now 17 and has just completed his third year enrolled in the BRHS Engineering, Design and Leadership
Academy. “Balancing school, sports, and honors classes is challenging,” he stated. “So far | have completed Engineering |, I,
and lll, as well as Drafting, and | just earned my Adobe Photoshop Certification. | am really proud of my certification. It’s a big
step in my career path and | know it will open doors for me in the future. Now | am working towards mastering the Solidworks
program.”

Mr. John Frank is Durrell’s Engineering Ill teacher. John brings 23 years of industry experience in plastics engineering
and imaging technology into the classroom. “Becoming a teacher was on my ‘bucket list,” he stated. “l can have an impact on a
student’s future. | can make a difference. It's where | want to be.”

John knows firsthand the added value that industry certification can give students. “This year we have placed major
effort into providing our students with an opportunity to earn world-class industry certifications,” he said. “Industry certifications
are a valuable credential that opens doors in business, industry, and even postsecondary opportunities. Thanks to school board
support, we are able to provide our students with this additional opportunity to earn these nationally recognized credentials and
gain an edge in the future, whether that is working after high school or continuing on to college or technical school.”

John serves as an advisor for the BRHS Technology Student Association (TSA) chapter. BRHS TSA students recently
placed second in overall high school performance at
the Florida State TSA Conference. Students are now
preparing to compete at TSA Nationals in Baltimore,
Maryland at the end of this month. Events range from
Structural Engineering and Dragster to Technology
Dare and ‘Formula One in Schools’

Investigating career pathways that correspond
to your own inspirations is a great way to explore
your options for a successful future. Enhance your
education with hands-on learning, competitive events,
and leadership opportunities by joining a Career and

Technology Student Organization (CTSO) at your BRHS freshman Keeton Olson Sharing a proud moment—
school. working on mastering Solidworks in Mr. John Frank presented
his Engineering | class. Durrell Dowling with his Adobe

Photoshop Certification.
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T hic Desi
g {;ﬂ Graphic Designers
-

Salary: $30,300 — $44,800
S

Workplace: advertising, multimedia
Civil/Architectural Drafters
Salary: $40,500 — $61,000
Workplace: architectural firm, builder

Hours: office hours
.ﬁﬁ ﬁ Hours: office hours
i

Arts & Media Enterprise Managers
Salary: $48,300 — $87,700
Workplace: advertising, multimedia
Hours: extended office hours

“161
The Technology Student Association
(TSA) is supported by educators,
parents and business leaders who
believe in the need for a technologically
literate society. Members learn through
hh‘" e, — exciting competitive events, leadership
opportunities and more.
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reading comprehension
VI Discussion starter: Film animation has come a long way since g P

Walt Disney’s studios created Steamboat Willy (1923) and OUESTION

Snow White (1937). Toy Story (1995) was the first animated film

completely created by computer. Discuss with your child the What industry certification did BRHS student Durrell Dowling
evolution of 3D animation as you remember it. Talk about films recently earn?

you have seen together and those from your own childhood.

VI Talk about careers with your child. 3D animation has become
a multi-billion-dollar industry. Jobs in movies and television 'doysojoyd 8qopy -Jamsuy
may be harder to get, but there are also opportunities in video
gaming, manufacturing, architecture, medical visualizations,
corporate presentations, advertising, interactive media, and Whm’s on J'}(JE

training. =
vV« give a lot of respect to Mr. Frank. He’s a great teacher N EB&,

and | know my certifications will be a big asset in my future.”
BRHS Engineering Il student Durrell Dowling. For further
information contact BRHS Academic Advisor Kelli Kennedy at

www.your3Dsource.com

941-751-8230, ext. 2283. www.richardplatt.net
www.floridatsa.com
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EdVanta e Vantage Strategic Objective #2: Each student will articulate personal goals,
g create plans to achieve those goals, and exhibit progress toward their attainment.
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The Careers in Action Page is

published every Wednesday in the

Bradenton Herald. Provided by
Newspapers in Education.

Christine Merucci

(941) 748-0411 ext. 5464,

cmerucci@bradenton.com

Julie Beacham-Hooie,

Page Editor.




