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What do you
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Skills and Trades
Boat and Yacht Repair/Refinishing in Manatee County

This year Manatee Technical Institute prepared

Kidzhiz
Back on the water

icky Hernandez graduated from Palmetto
High School in 2004. Throughout his high

for a new and exciting program in Boat and Yacht

school years he had a keen interest in i ini i i ict .
repaiinig cars. As an entrepreneurial adut Repair/Refinishing. The c_;urnculgm, consisting of Careers:
g?cgg?gfggﬁﬁtm 'sqh%reegg itg tt;]%aggg; g both classroom and hands-on instruction, is a full time
Yacht Repair/Refinishing Program at Manatee program for both adult and high school students. All :
Technical Institute and will complete the program ) Boat Builder
after more than a year of instruction. Ricky students complete the program in about one and one-

particularly likes the hands-on application of what

. Boat Repair
he learns in the classroom. According to Ricky, the ~ quarter years. While enrolled they learn about boat P

Drogram & fun-hands- puilding, fiberglass repair, and boat painting through Boat Manufacturing
homework. «is  relevant hands-on instruction using donated, damaged

;g‘crfggggtegtg sive boats. Course content includes fiberglass lamination, gel For more career information see your
nelutimg raoeana COAL refinishing, paint application, and epoxy repair ormaton onneat.
gi%ﬁsurlﬁ;?ﬁ?;. For techruques on power, §all and wood boats. In addition to hitp:/fwww.khake.com/paged2. htm
quite important. “if learning boat repair skills, students learn necessary OR

I mix a gel coat hitp://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/careers.htm

usingthewrong  €Mployability skills, safe work place practices and OSHA
measurements, a - standards, basic marine rigging, and the basics of marine

chemical

Ricky Hernandez  [cacton Wit~ plumbing and electrical systems. The program adheres to a

mixture will catch on fire. Because | know  strict schedule, safety standards and work atmosphere
how to figure ratios and proportions |

haven't made a mistake.” simulating real world experiences the students will encounter in
for paniine e tataima s reria 22 their chosen profession. The Boat and Yacht Repair/Refinishing
B e e baa i tos ™ program is a gateway for students seeking career opportunities
Completed e seeing the Job as boat builders or repair technicians in a variety of venues.

_Ricky has his own boatand does part  After graduation students are prepared to work professionally
time boat repair in his free time

earning “good money.” He is confident 0N today’s vessels and adapt to changing industry trends.
he will have his own boat repair shop

fixing damaged boats putting them Students are trained for employment in

b k on th t
ack on the water. Q& marine manufacturing

Schnnl bIZ plants, new and used
boat dealerships

A boatmg and marinas.

instructor . Manatee County is
o : home to numerous
E’SZJ?@:#‘;%SZL“J marinas and boat manufacturing businesses including
t;gggﬁi,gﬁtwiss . Wellcraft, Chris Craft and Donzi all of which are members of the
instructor of the Boat program’s School Advisory Committee.

and Yacht Repair/Refinishing
Program Mike Hirshberg is
responsible for all aspects of -
the program including the

curriculum and student safety. e x p I 0 P e I t
Two thirds of the students

enrolled the Mike’s program are

2L%2%%*?&°'s‘°;b“dde%?§2?358?(;;?2% Discover boating for yourself.
adhere to all OSHA standards as . . . .
— Vol 2sal Visit http://www.nauticexpo.com a virtual boat show web

standards

and product site. Take the virtual tour. Find your ideal boat. When you

manufacturer

hemeas  finish your virtual tour, visit hitp://www.discoverboating.com
used in the . e e . .

ogam. @ Web site providing prospective boaters with an

boats students

eparaeony  €NVironment to learn about the vast number of boating

___ G those that are ] 1 ) , .

e e eevantiorealic - ontions gvailable. To help decide what's unique about
learned in the classroom. For Mike, “a lot is . A . .

Sloeriinim o boating and the find the boat that is exactly right for you,
living in the boat building business in Florida.”

Students repair a variety of different types of and take the qUiZ: Wh/Ch Boat iS BeSt fOI’ YOU?

power and sail boats, including boc\:e\ts that were . . .
extremely damaged in Hurricane Charley.

Florida’s waterways. Boat sales are increasing

and boat ramps are crowed. More boats

translate to a greater need for individuals skilled

in boat repair. With the huge employment

demands for skilled crafts people in the boat repair
and building business, Mike’s program will continue A :
to grow. “A well maintained boat increases the _ On Iagt we_eks I.nqu‘|‘2|k|_dz.page, credit ”should have gone to

boats resale value”, according to Instructor Tania Pluta for the kidzbiz article “Enjoying Art Class” at Daughtrey Preparatory School.
Hirshberg.
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