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Machinists use machine tools, the workpiece, how fast to work, their work.

such as lathes, milling machines,
and machining centers, to
produce precision metal parts.
Precision machinists produce
large quantities of one part, as
well as small batches or one-of-a-
kind items.

Before they machine a part,
machinists must carefully prepare
the operation. These workers
review blueprints for a job. Next,
they calculate where to bore into

the material temperature, and
how much material to remove.
After the layout is completed,
machinists position the workpiece
on the machine tool—drill press,
lathe, or milling machine—set the
controls, and make the cuts.
During the process, they must
constantly monitor the feed rate
and speed of the machine. After
the work is completed,
machinists check the accuracy of

Because the technology of
machining is changing rapidly,
machinists must learn to operate
a wide range of machines. As
engineers create new machine
tools and materials, machinists
must constantly learn new
machining techniques.

Source: The Occupational
Outlook Handbook
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