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Bayshore High School

The spotlight is on Bayshore
High School’s (BHS) smaller
learning communities (SLCs), which are
ambitiously preparing students for life
beyond high school. After four decades
of development, SLCs have been found
to be the “best-tested component of a
high school reform strategy to prepare
students for both college and careers.”*
The BHS SLCs include the following:

Freshman Learning Center: build-
ing relationships to assist ninth grade
students in their transition from middle
school to high school and to improve
their academic achievement through
rigorous curriculum. Assistant Principal:
Scott Cooper.

School of Business, Technology &
Global Studies: providing students with
an opportunity to gain a high level of
skill in business, technology, and inter-
national studies. The school is focused
on recognizing student achievement,
building relationships with students,
engaging other schools on campus, and

improving literacy. Lead teacher:
Jennifer O’Connor

School of Health, Science & Public
Service: making connections with stu-
dents to inspire them to become active
citizens, public servants, and critical
thinkers in our global society. The focus
is on recognizing “everyday heroes.”
Lead teacher: Robb Wilson

School of Arts & Communication:
providing a real-world, academically
integrated arts experience which
enables students to develop their
creative talents, reach a deeper under-
standing of the curriculum, and expand
their horizons beyond high school. Lead
teacher: Paul Champagne

College & Pre-College Center: pro-
viding a program of dual enrollment
study for students who have a passion
for learning and a desire to achieve,
along with an accelerated opportunity
to earn up to two years of college credit
at State College of Florida. Lead admin-
istrator: Chris Brady.

Education ¢ Industry ¢ Community Connections

SLCs link with business and neighbors

Artists wow Bradenton audience

Bayshore’s visual arts instruc-
tor, Kathy Cocciolone-

Fitzgerald, was one of seventeen artists
whose proposal was selected as a
participant in Realize Bradenton’s Art
Slam, a unique art and music festival
held in downtown Bradenton. Her piece

was entitled 52y Qi [ S
Disappear, a statement regarding the
importance of the arts in school.
Bayshore’s team took first place!
Representing the School of Arts &
Communication, Cocciolone-Fitzgerald,
her students, and visual arts instructor
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EdVa%tage

Inspiring Our Students to Learn, Dream and Achieve.

EdVantage Strategic
Objective #2: Articulate
personal goals, create
plans to achieve those
goals, and exhibit progress
toward their attainment.

Upcoming SLC Events

National Career Academy
Conference
November 7-9, 2010

Austin, Texas

ACTE Convention
& Career Tech Expo
December 2-4, 2010

Las Vegas, Nevada

YIntroduction to Career Academies: A Proven
Strategy to Prepare High School Students for
College and Careers by Stern, Dayton, and Raby



Georgette D’Amelio created a patterned background in front
of which patterned figures moved to the music of Don
McClean's Starry Night. Speech teacher Lori Ladd’s students
accompanied with a dramatic piece focusing upon the impact
the arts have on learning as well as its worldwide economic
impact. The public interacted by painting both the backdrop
and the figures throughout the day. Their work culminated in
multiple performances to the public throughout the evening.

Members of the
BHS History Club,

from the School of Busi-

Experiencing democracy

ness, Technology, &
Global Studies, engaged
in the democratic proc-
ess during the August

Students braved the rain to volunteer
on election day.

primary at the Manatee
County election head-
quarters. Members helped by unloading ballots, voting
machines, and documents. Students braved the rain to help
check in cars from the 130+ precincts. The club is also slated
to help out again at the November 2 general election. The
club is open to students from all learning communities.

Immersing in history
ludi Stephens’
English students
from the School of , )
Health, Science & Public 2N tudent Digeobery Day
Service are studying King e ae
Arthur, the Knights of the Round Table, and the honor of
knights, chivalry, and heroes. Students will immerse in the era

at the Sarasota Medieval Fair’s student day by becoming a
character for the day. The fair offers teaching materials to
support the events of the day, and students will see curricu-
lum in action covering history, language, drama, and commu-
nity outreach.

Business partners reward success
o ne of the hallmarks of smaller learning communi-
ties is their connection to local business partners.
Partnerships provide an exchange of resources and informa-
tion that meet the needs of the school and the business. One
of the BHS business partners, Rent King, has provided an
opportunity for a hardworking
student to win a laptop computer.
For every A or B earned during the
quarter, students may enter their
name for a drawing with the winner

announced in May. Students’ hard
work is recognized in the community!

Theater company reaches community
Acting, film, and technical theater teacher Brendan
Murphy of the School of Arts & Communication
reports that the Bayshore Theater Company’s opening act,
“The Apple of Discord” will soon be in production. A story of
Greek mythology, this play will be presented at this year’s
Florida Theater Conference, a celebration of the diversity of
Florida’s theater offering workshops, auditions, a college fair,
and vendors. The company is proud to continue its tradition
of innovative productions and is looking forward to present-
ing this Greek myth to the
community. The Bay-
shore Theater Company
has been expanding its
productions to the local
community by providing
top-quality children’s
theater productions
such as previous rendi-

tions of “Pinocchio,”
“Beggar and the Wolf,”
and “The Monkey King.”

The Apple of Discord production will be
presented to community children.

Fun with physics
P hysics and
chemistry
teacher Robert Wilson's
physics students from
the School of Health,

Science, & Public
Service took a field trip

to Busch Gardens to
study how physics
relates to the construction and operation of roller coasters
and other amusement park rides. The students calculated
speeds, forces, and accelerations, and were able to make the
connection between their studies and real-life applications in
an exciting field.

Learning business
B ayshore students are raising funds for competitive
programs while gaining business and marketing
experience. In a collaborative effort, the BHS Honeybears
dance team and members of the Technology Student Associa-
tion (TSA) are working together to manage the school store,
the Bruin Stop. Students are learning how
to manage retail operations, advertise and
market products, produce employee train-
ing videos, and design products using
technology. Honeybears are directed by
Melecia Perren; TSA advisors include

Charles Heister and Martha Proulx.



Cross-Curriculum Integration
SLCs build relevance into academics and electives

Math students leverage technology
c heryl Gaynor’s geometry students in the School of
Health, Science, & Public Service not only learn
geometry, they leverage web-based technology to prepare
for standardized testing. Students can log on from school or
home to practice concepts using the online USA Test Prep
program. The program can be personalized for each student’s
strengths and weaknesses. Classes will be going to the com-
puter labs to become familiar with the program and then use
the program to assist them for their success this fall or spring.

Smarter technology, better performers
Paul Champagne, band, piano lab, and world music
drumming teacher from the School of Arts and
Communication, reports that Bayshore’s technology initiative
has found an exciting new application in the band depart-
ment. SmartMusic is an application that allows students to
practice scales, rhythms, and pieces with a computer accom-
paniment. The program listens and provides feedback on
where mistakes were made. SmartMusic also provides an
assessment of the performance and allows students to create

MP3 recordings of their
work. “One of our SLC
goals is to improve stu-
dent achievement.
SmartMusic provides us
the ability to improve

our performers while

SmartMusic technology provides embracing technology,”

performer feedback. noted Paul.

Art, literature, and critical thinking skills
BHS offers a unique opportunity for seniors in a
combination English IV/Fine Arts class to practice
strategic and extended thinking. English teacher Lori Ladd’s
and art teacher Georgette D’Amelio’s multimedia students
use reasoning, planning, sequencing and decision-making in
reading, writing, and the creation of art works.

“Art works are tied in to all the reading we do,” said
Georgette. “The moral and ethical issues the protagonists
faced were discussed in
English then the
student’s own values
and beliefs were symbol-
ized and made visual in
art class. Arts infusion is
a powerful way for

students to learn in any

Art combines with literature in a
critical thinking exercise.

subject area.”

Living history

ear the end of the school year, BHS hosted a World

War |l living history event to commemorate the
Allied victory over Nazi Germany 65 years ago. The event was
open to all small learning communities. Re-enactors from the
39th Regimental Combat Team living history organization and
others set up displays in the BHS central courtyard and
hosted groups of students in the daylong event.

Re-enactors Mike Bloski, Dan Ozsvath, Lee Stephens,
Meg Durshimer, BHS student Frank Reyes, and BHS English
teacher Art Durshimer—wearing uniforms of the era—shared
their knowledge and
passion for history at
the event. Display items
included tents, weap-
ons, radios, cooking
utensils and equipment
soldiers carried in World
War II. Mr. Ozsvath’s
restored jeep was a true

Re-enactors share experiences and
history with BHS students.

crowd-pleaser.

Connections Beyond BHS
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Beyond Florida: Cadets experience West Point

BHs JROTC "
Cadets from

the School of Health, |

Science & Public Service

recently visited the
United States Military
Academy at West Point,

Overlooking the Hudson at West Point.

New York. Senior Army
Instructor Ltc. Ben Weis
reported that students toured the campus and experienced
an Army football game, joined by fellow cadets from Manatee
and Southeast High Schools. Cadets toured the grounds,
visited the museum, and walked through the historic chapel
and cemetery. On game day, students had the opportunity to
eat lunch with the West Point Cadets in the Cadet dining facil-
ity (which seats 5,000) and then enjoyed watching the Army
team beat North Texas. This trip was a once in a lifetime
experience and the BHS Cadets look forward to it every year.

Beyond our borders: helping Haiti
Last year, Bayshore students, under the direction of
School of Arts & Communication art teachers Susan
Swanson and Kathy Cocciolone-Fitzgerald, created Houses for
Haiti pins and magnets to raise funds for Haiti relief. The idea

quickly caught on, and this year BHS continues to create more
3



to sell at the School Support
Center and other schools. Over
$1,400 has been raised and they
are still selling.

Houses for Haiti pins and magnets

Advancing Through Academics

SLCs encourage postsecondary education

Advancing women in science and engineering
B HS held its second annual Women in Science and
Engineering (WISE) reception on October 13, 2010.
WISE is sponsored by State College of Florida (SCF) and BHS to
increase awareness of technology careers and postsecondary
opportunities for female students. Over 80 students, faculty,
and staff members attended the reception. WISE members
will participate in career panels, field trips to industries and
colleges, and leadership and networking events related to
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).
The WISE program is administered by Martha Jane Proulx,
Engineering Technology teacher and TSA advisor from the

School of Business, Technology & Global Studies, and the

R WISE Focus Group,
comprised of BHS faculty
and staff. WISE recently
received a grant from the
American Association of
University Women to

fund participation in a

[Fah 28FNRa 2L{9 acidteptdeadershin s, 8983 dighlight includes a tour of

science side of Universal Orlando. conference.
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Around the District . . ..

Advancing through college credit
The College Center is a joint program presented by
the Manatee County School Board, Bayshore High
School, and State College of Florida (SCF). Last year, BHS
graduated 12 students who earned both a high school
diploma and an AA
degree. This year BHS
has 75 dual-enrolled
students who receive
high school and college
credit simultaneously,
and 55 early admission
students who are
enrolled full time at SCF.

2010 College Center graduates celebrate.

Advancing the underrepresented
AVID—or Advancement Via Individual Determina-
tion—is a program designed to increase the college
enrollment rates of underrepresented linguistic and ethnic
minority students. AVID students are capable of completing a
college preparatory path, if given the extra support they
need. These students are selected based on criteria including
standardized test scores, grades, citizenship, attendance,
determination, economical disadvantage, and whether they
are potentially first in their family to attend college.
Bayshore’s AVID program focuses on students from the
Freshman Learning Center and has an enrollment of 48
students. Through their AVID elective, students participate in
tutorials, goal setting, Cornell Notes -

AVID

Decades of College Dreams

review, and hear from guest speakers. A

several Florida colleges in the spring.

Bayshore High Schod lead by these bold Bruins: Principal David Underhill and Assistant Principals Jeannie

Pl Galindo, Baron McCombs, and Scott Cooper. A special farewell to Jeannie as she assumes her new position
'CR/ a GKS 5AaGNROGQA

The Smaller Learning Communities programs are under the direction of the Adult, Career and Technical
Education (ACT) Departmenf the School District of Manatee County.

Doug Wagner, Directort Adult, Career and Technical Education

Angie Grasberger, SLC Project Manager and Vice President, National Career Academy Coalition
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Watch for all of the publications keeping you informed about what’s happening
around the District in the Adult, Career & Technical Education department.

Career Pathways, Take Stock Times, Careers in Action, Education Today/Career Tomorrow, Transition
Times, ACT Update, Technical Education Today, and Spotlight on Success.
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