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SLCs Engage Students

Lakewood Ranch High School’s
smaller learning communities
(SLCs) include the Freshmen Learning
Center, lead teacher Ben Hall; Arts
Academy, lead teacher Roxane Caravan;
Business, Marketing, and Technology
Academy, lead teacher Robert Moates;
and Public Service Academy, lead
teachers Elaine Bowling and Maria
Whelan. Each SLC has planned five
uniqgue Academy Days throughout the
year to engage students in career-based
activities. These Academy Days include
assemblies, hands-on workshops, pres-
entations, guest speakers, and more.

FLC Steers Students to Success
F reshman Learning Center (FLC)
lead teacher Ben Hall reports
that this year’s FLC goal is to introduce
students to activities and opportunities
available to them and to prepare them
to be successful during their time at
LRHS. FLC staff and students kicked off
the year with a Freshman Pep Rally at
the first Academy Day, where students
met members of the staff and heard
from many different clubs and student
organizations.
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The FLC Pep Rally kicked off the year, introducin

freshmen to staff and student organizations.
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For the second Academy Day
planned for November, District
Assistant Superintendent of Leadership
Mike Wilder is coming to speak with the
entire freshman class. He’ll start in
freshman English classes to introduce
students to the subject matter from

Steven Covey’s book, the Seven Habits

of Successful Teensext, he’ll present
at an interactive assembly.

ART ACADEMY

Academy Days Infuse Arts and Careers
For the Art Academy’s next
Academy Day, students will
rotate among four rooms. In each room
they’ll interact with working profession-
als from different arts careers such as
digital design, photography, music, and
more. In the near future, students will
enjoy visitors from Florida Studio
Theater who will offer theater and
performance workshops.

Community Embraces Art Academy
n the spirit of business/
education partnerships, the

Manatee County Cultural Alliance will

showcase Art Academy students’ works

at the Manatee Arts Council for the
month of January. The Gallery Grand

Opening is scheduled for January 6,

2012, where guests will enjoy live

gorchestra music and light snacks as they

peruse the students’ work.

Visitwww.ManateeACT.conto see past issues. Clidlewsand then cliciSpotlight on Success.
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EdVa%tage

Inspiring Our Students to Learn, Dream and Achieve.

EdVantage Strategic
Objective #1: Continually
demonstrate enthusiasm
for the self-directed pursuit
of knowledge.

Students Compete for a Cause
Teacher Kari Reddish reports
that graphic design students
competed in a community competition
called HeArt and Soul. The annual event
raises money for Manatee County
Schools through a live art auction and
gala. Several students submitted unique
and beautiful digital art and photogra-
phy pieces. Taylor Lewis’s Adobe
Photoshop piece entitled, “Take Me To
New York” was selected for the Top 25.
Lewis showcased her artwork,
experienced the marketplace and
philanthropy, and received a $500
scholarship. “I am from New York and
go back every year,” she shared. “This is
in an area called Red Hook in Brooklyn. |
used brushes to add the script over the
skyline and the graffiti is from a famous
artist whose work is all over the city.”
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BUSINESS, MARKETING & TECHNOLOGY
ACADEMY

Secondary Educator of the Year
The Executive Director of the Florida
Advanced Technological Education Center
(FLATE) announced that LRHS engineering
teacher Greg McGrew was awarded the 2011
Manufacturing Secondary Educator of the
Year. FLATE’s awards recognize outstanding
educators and industry professionals who have
made significant contributions to the training and education
of today’s high-tech workforce. Greg will receive his award at
the annual Manufacturers' Association of Florida (MAF) Sum-
mit taking place in Orlando in December. Congratulations!

College, Finances, And Virtual Smarts
Robert Moates, lead teacher for the Business,
Marketing, and Technology Academy, reported that
Professor Steve Duckworth from the University of West
Florida spoke to students on “Choosing the Right College for
You!” This was the first step for the Academy’s year-long goal
of building soft skills for life and business, and the first of five
planned Academy Days.

In October the focus shifted to choices beyond college
when the Academy partnered with the Manatee County
Chamber of Commerce in the “Big Bank Theory” simulation of
life and financial management. In this workshop, students
had to meet a monthly budget based on their given occupa-
tion.

For December’s Academy Day, the Manatee Sheriff’s
Office will work with students on understanding their online
or virtual selves. The theme is “Your Face to the World,” and
helps students understand how the business world views
their virtual personas and the dangers they are exposing
themselves to.

In the spring, several financial planners will assist

¢ 2 LIY

t NEFS&aa2N) 5dz01 6 2 NI K
Business, Marketing, and Technology Academy students. Bottom ¢®wv, L
5N 5dz0162NIKT yR adSySa FTNRY (KS
financial management.

2

LINSaSyida

students in building a strong financial base through one-on-
one activities and group presentations. The academy has also
invited professional recruiters so students can learn to project
their best image to the world.

Teachers Lead, Serve
The dynamic leadership of newly elected Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America (FBLA) District 18 Director
Dr. Bobbi Colson (LRHS) and Co-Director Ms. Cindy Rees
(SEHS) were the guiding forces of success at the recently held
District events at State College of Florida. Dr. Colson’s leader-
ship in the Academy of Business, Marketing and Technology
has spread beyond the walls of Lakewood Ranch High School.

Students Master Career-Ready Tech Skills
Business technology teacher Bobbi Colson, Ed.D.,
reports that Computer Game & Animation classes
are offered for the second year. Students create, refine, and
integrate realistic graphics into a cartoon, game, or simulation
product using Toon Boom’s Flip Boom, Storyboard, Studio,
and Adobe Flash. Students create fully animated cartoon,
action figures, and short features to launch on the web or
view on a computer.

In Web Design, students make audio, video, still images,
animation, graphics, and text for web-related media to
deliver information and entertainment. Business owners work
with students to have websites created for their companies.
From the initial planning to the layout, organization, colors,
and images, students design their real-world client's website.

Additionally, students in these classes can obtain full
professional Adobe certifications in Dreamweaver, Flash,
Photoshop, and lllustrator. These certifications prove to
future employers that students have the skills to be success-
ful in computer graphics, graphic design, and web technology.

Many students are active in Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) where they enjoy leadership training, service
projects, fundraisers, and competitive events. Upcoming
service projects and fundraisers include custom 911 T-shirts,
Butterbraids Pastry, Krispy Kremes, March of Dimes, St. Jude’s
Hospital, and Paws for Patriots.
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animation, gaming, and web design.



National Technology Winners
Business, Marketing, and Technology Academy stu-
dents scored big at the National Technology Student
Association (TSA) Conference this summer. LRHS students
earned a national first place in Video Game Design along with
top-ten wins in Animatronics, Architectural Model, Digital
Video Production, Dragster Design, Career Comparisons,
Flight Endurance, Music Production, Scientific and Technical
Visualization, Structural Engineering, and Technology Problem
Solving. These students competed with peers from around
the nation and as far away as Germany, and came out on top!

Students Ace Certifications
D rafting and engineering teacher Quintin Jones
reports that at the last testing, three of his students
scored a whopping 100% on the SolidWorks certification test.
In addition, 15 other students passed the SolidWorks exam.
Under engineering technology teacher Greg McGrew’s lead-
ership, several students earned Manufacturing Skill Standard
Council (MSSC) certifications during spring testing. Included in
this hardworking group were recent graduate Eugene
Helfrick, now attending the UCF School of Engineering, and
graduate Alec Bacon who was accepted into the US Naval
Academy where he is pursuing a career as a naval engineer.
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NCPN conference attendees
were amazed at the LRHS
engineering display and the "%

knowledge of the students. r
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the students who networked with industry professionals.
Everyone who passed by the booth was intrigued by the
presentation, and the students had a great time.

PUBLIC SERVICE AND HEALTH ACADEMY

Public Service Career Showcase Wows Students
The Public Service and Health Academy enjoyed an
action-packed career showcase for their first
Academy Day. Manatee Technical Institute (MTI) sent a cadre
of professionals to share about public service careers.
Students were greeted with a lively rap video performed
by New York City’s public service employees. Each MTI
teacher/Program Director discussed their program, salaries,
career paths and future outlooks. The dental department
began their segment with a humorous video from “Little Shop
of Horrors” with Steve Martin happily pulling teeth and drill-
ing for cavities. Beth Meyers ended with a demonstration of
the Meti human patient simulator, explaining how it benefits
many of MTI’s programs.
The Academy appreciates these instructors and leaders
who shared their knowledge with the students: Donna
Puhalovich, admissions and general information; Barry

Teacher Greg McGrew (back left) with spring 2011 Engineering students . . ) -
who passed MSSC assessments and earned one or more certifications. Also Brooks, vFlre Science af‘d EMT; Jauy Bush, Fjaramedlc, Beth i
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Bland, Dental Assisting; and Rick Hawkins, Criminal Justice.

National Career Pathways Network Conference
LRHS Drafting/Engineering instructor Quintin Jones,
junior Leonardo Murri, and senior Courtney Howel
recently attended the 2011 annual National Careers Pathways
Network (NCPN) Conference in Orlando. The event engaged
educators and students in college and career readiness
strategies, career pathways, and leadership strategies, and
included other high schools from Florida, colleges, and

businesses from all over the country.

The LRHS team displayed a booth to inform representa-
tives from both industry and academia of what the school is
achieving in the fields of engineering and drafting. Sample
projects included a four-foot tall metal VEX robot that will be Homeless Awareness and Backpack Outreach
used in the TSA VEX Robotics competition; several examples E laine Bowling, Early Childhood Education teacher and
of state and national winning CO2 dragsters; an architectural co-lead of the Public Service and Health Academy,
model that earned the third best in the nation last year; a reports that representatives from the One Stop Center from
model and drafting designs of trebuchets; and multiple Manatee County’s Street Outreach Program will speak at the
monitors showcasing photos and videos of projects. next Academy Day in November. They will share about the

The NCPN Conference was a wonderful experience for homeless youth problems affecting many area teens.
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Medical/Dental Building

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
Paramedic * Dental Assistant
Nursing Assistant * Practical Nursing

From left: Kim Bland, Jay Bush, Beth Meyers and Donna Puhalovich push
Metit the human patient simulatar from MTI to LRHS for the Academy
Day presentation. Right: a sample slide presented to students about
healthcare careers available from MTI.



Students are encouraged to participate in a community
service project for One Stop called Give Back...Backpack
Campaign. Academy students and members of Family, Career
and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) are collecting
personal item in backpacks for teens ages 16—21, which will
then be donated to the center.

Leadership Training Workshops
o N In September, Public Service and
Health Academy FCCLA members
visited the Lake Yale Conference
Center to develop leadership skills. For
three days, students shared team-
building activities and attended
motivational workshops composed by
the 2011-2012 Florida FCCLA State
Executive Council. LRHS student lead-

ers Micaela Figueroa, State President
Elect, and Briana Nelson-Canty, State
Secretary, hosted this event along
with the 11 other state officers.
Micaela developed a workshop on increasing membership in
your own school and district. Briana promoted the FCCLA
National Programs by showing the students how to imple-
ment programs in their families, homes, and communities.

State officers Briana
NelsonCanty and
Micaela Figueroa.

JROTC: Leadership, Discipline, and Character
LTC Bob Lewis, U.S. Army, retired, takes leadership to
a higher level through JROTC, an empowering high
school elective for students who thrive in a structured envi-
ronment. JROTC motivates young people to become better
citizens as they prepare for college and careers. “We train
students to be leaders and to believe in themselves,” he said.
We support academics through teaching good study habits

the Future
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Take Stock Times
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skills, personal discipline, character '
development, and proficiency in first
aid also take precedence.” The JROTC
Color Guard presented at the FLC's
first Academy Day.

Agriscience teacher Susan Graham
recently joined the staff of the Public
Service and Health Academy. Susan previously
taught Agriscience at Haile Middle School and
is preparing her students to earn industry cer-
tifications as Certified Agricultural Technicians.

Blood Drive Saves Lives
Students in all of the career academies save
lives through blood drives, spearheaded by
LRHS P.E. teacher Dave Moates. Last year the
school collected a record 712 pints. Since 2001,
the school has been recognized at the local,
state, and national level for its contributions. In 2010,
Moates received the Blood Drive Chairperson of the Year for
the U.S. and LRHS was again recognized as the #1 school in

the county.

Approximately 10% of the student body and about 8% of
the faculty participate in regular drives. Student participants
receive three community service hours every drive and

members of the committee can receive as many as 45 hours
per year for donated time. Most importantly, every donation
will save the lives of three people!

The Smaller Learning Communities programs are under the direction @fdile Career and Technical
Education (ACT) Departmenf the School District of Manatee County.

Doug Wagner, Director Adult, Career and Technical Education

Angie Grasberger, SLC Project Manager and President, National Career Academy Coalition

W atch for all of the publications keeping you informed about what’s happening

around the District in the Adult, Career & Technical Education department.

Transition Times ACT Update

Lakewood Ranch High Schasl lead by these mighty Mustangs: Principal Linda Nesselhauf and Assistant
Principals Craig Little, Valencia Lowen, Don Sauer, and Tom Zellars.

Spotlight on Success.



