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M anatee High School's Smaller Learning Communi-

ties (SLCs) have achieved remarkable successes, 

with the Medical Academy recognized as a National Model 

Academy while the Global Leadership and IDEA Academies 

recently earned Academy status. The Academy for the       

Performing Arts welcomed a remarkable new facility, and the 

AP+ Program continues to promote excellence. 

 

 

T he Global Leadership Center organized in 2009, origi-

nally consisting of the Business Department, Early 

Childhood Education, and JROTC. In 2011, the center added 

the Culinary Arts and Journalism programs. In May, the center 

applied for and received full academy status.  

[ŀǎǘ ŦŀƭƭΩǎ ƪƛŎƪ-off event was held at GT Bray Park with 

each entity hosting leadership and team activities in a round-

robin fashion. Skip Wilhoit opened the day with a presenta-

tion on leadership qualities and traits. Jackie Dezelski from 

the Manatee Chamber concluded by sharing the need for 

volunteerism in the community.  

An American Hero 

I n January, the Global Leadership Academy sponsored a 

presentation by WWII veteran Harlan Twible. Mr. 

Twible graduated with the U.S. Naval Academy Class of 1945 

at age 23. A month after receiving his officer's commission, he 

reported for duty aboard the Indianapolis, not long before its 

final voyage. For his actions during and after the sinking of 

the ship, the young ensign was awarded the Navy and Marine 

Corps Medal. After 

leaving the service in 

1953, he embarked on 

a 20-year career as a 

business executive. He 

shared the importance 

of leadership skills and 

how they define oppor-

tunities.  

Technology Leaders 

A cademy Web Design classes are using the new 

Adobe Design Premium CS5 software and are learn-

ing the programs to prepare for industry certification exams 

that will be given this year. The students can become certified 

in Dreamweaver, Photoshop, and Flash. 

Business Leaders 

F BLA members from the Global Leadership Academy 

have chosen their competitive events and are       

beginning to prepare for their competition at the District 

Leadership Conference in February. 
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SLCs: Growth and Excellence 

The Global Leadership Academy kick-off promoted teambuilding and fun! 

 

 

EdVantage Strategic Objective 

#2: Articulate personal goals,  

create plans to achieve those 

goals, and exhibit progress      

toward their attainment.  
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