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Announcing Two New Academies 

W e are happy to welcome the 

addition of two new career 

academies at Manatee High. They are the 

Innovation, Design, Engineering and Arts 

(IDEA) Academy and the Performing Arts 

Academy. They join the Medical Academy 

and the AP+ Program as school choice 

options. The Freshmen Learning Center, 

GOALS Center (Global Outreach and Lead-

ership Studies), and Center for Culinary 

Arts are additional smaller learning com-

munities (SLCs) at MHS. 

For these SLCs to be awarded official 

academy status, they were reviewed by 

members of the National Career Academy 

Coalition (NCAC) for adherence to ten 

National Standards of Practice (NSOP). 

The new academies were awarded the 

designation of “Certified” academy status. 

Congratulations! 

Showcase Welcomes Community 

I n anticipation of the upcoming 

Manatee County school choice 

period, the MHS Showcase is planned for 

January 12, 2011 in the courtyards, cafe-

teria, and gymnasium. The AP+ Program, 

Medical, IDEA, and Performing Arts Acad-

emies are all programs that are eligible 

for school choice. During the school 

choice enrollment period of January 18th 

– February 4th, 2011, students from all 

over the county may apply for any of 

these programs.  

At the Showcase, Performing Arts 

Academy students will entertain guests, 

Culinary Arts Center students will offer 

refreshments, and each of the SLCs will 

p r o v id e  in fo r ma t io n  abo u t  th e i r           

programs. School choice forms and     

academy applications will be provided. 

“This is an opportunity for parents 

and students to see the many outstanding 

programs that are set for academic suc-

cess,” said MHS Career Advisor Frank 

Brunner. “We look forward to a successful 

event.” 

Making the College Connection 

T he MHS College and Career   

Center (CCC) has arranged a 

series of visits from nearly 25 public and 

private colleges. Representatives from 

these colleges meet with interested sen-

iors to present information and answer 

questions. Interested students simply sign 

up to attend during the school day. The 

CCC provides a convenient place for    

students to apply for scholarships and 

colleges.  

Canes Cook-Off at Mixons 

T he Manatee High Hurricanes and 

the Southeast High Seminoles 

are rivals in athletics. They recently 

turned up the heat as the two schools 

faced off in a “Fun with Citrus” culinary 

competition at Mixon Fruit Farms in    

November. The MHS culinary team was 

led by instructor Chef Suzette Marquette. 

 

Star culinary students from both 

schools competed in cooking citrus-

related dishes including appetizers,     

entrees, and desserts as well as crafting 

decorative centerpieces. The event judges 

were selected by Mrs. Janet Mixon and 

included Tracy Freeman—edible Sarasota, 

Chef Mark Trauguette—Sarasota Bay 

Club, Chef Stephen Phelps—Bijou Café, 

Lan Bradeen —Lan's,  Chef  C l inton 

Combs—formally from the Rustic Grill, 

and Jennifer Ahearn-Koch—Mattison’s. 

Manatee students won first place in 

Edible Centerpiece, Appetizer, and Entree 

categories, and second place in the     
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Dessert category. Students were then 

invited to spend a day with some of the 

chefs in their establishments. 

In other culinary news, Chef Suzette 

and her students were asked to provide a 

meal to the ESPN television crew who 

arrived to broadcast the MHS vs. Plant 

High School football game in August. The 

chef also took a group of students earlier 

this fall to Orlando to participate in the 

Florida Restaurant and Lodging Associa-

tion (FRLA) annual convention at the  

Orlando Convention Center. The students 

shared great experiences visiting with 

culinary industry professionals. 

Behind the Science of Thrills 

B u s ch  Gard en s  T a mpa  Bay 

opened an hour early recently 

for exclusive use by physics students for a 

hands-on park experience and a Physics in 

Motion interactive show. IDEA Academy 

teachers used the event for a cross-

curricular learning opportunity and 

brought physics, engineering, and televi-

sion production students for a day of 

learning and filming the “science of 

thrills.” 

Jason Giacomel’s television produc-

tion students shot hours of footage of the 

Montu roller coaster for their upcoming 

Sarasota Film Rush documentary entry. 

The Busch Gardens Vice President of  

Design and Engineering, Mark Rose,    

personally spoke with MHS students who 

came up with great questions and inter-

viewed him on camera. Mr. Rose designs 

and builds the coasters, and the students 

were impressed with his genius! Physics 

instructor Patti Harris and her physics and 

engineering students spent time with Mr. 

Rose for more Q&A, while TV students 

continued filming. 

Physics students not only learned 

about the science behind the coasters, 

but also examined the physics behind the 

bite force of some of the world’s strong-

est carnivores and the physics of animal 

movement. 

Kelly Heckinger from Busch Gardens 

Marketing Communications sent a follow-

up email to Jason, and shared, “It was 

great meeting you and your students  

today. Both Mark and I were impressed 

with their level of enthusiasm and profes-

sionalism.” 

Live from MHS TV 

M HS Television Production 

students create and produce 

a live TV news show that broadcasts news 

each morning for the entire student body. 

This extremely professional eight-minute 

production presents national and local 

news, weather, sports, school announce-

ments, and “commercials” of upcoming 

school events. The broadcast is also 

looped on a TV in the cafeteria during 

lunchtime. Students integrate skills in 

filming, public speaking, editing, writing, 

and investigative research. 

 

Integrating Curriculum 

C ollaborating with students from 

many disciplines, TV production 

students are creating a series of instruc-

tional videos geared toward five-year-old 

children. The compilation, called Just for 

Little Ones, includes the topics of hygiene, 

safety, letters, numbers, shapes, and 

more. Students from the Early Childhood 

Education program as well as from the 

Medical Academy helped provide the 

materials. TV production students con-

structed the storyboard, then shot the 

footage, edited, and are in the process of 

compiling DVDs to send to elementary 

schools. The videos will also be shown on 

EDV-TV on demand. 

Medical Academy Internships  

M edical Academy students 

under the direction of lead 

teacher Laura Sollenberger participate in 

hands-on, real-world internships with 

health care and medical employers 

throughout Manatee County. About 65 

seniors are actively involved in various 

roles and fields through their Allied 

Health internship course. Students work 

alongside professionals including veteri-

narians, physicians,  orthodontists,       

dentists, school clinic staff, physical  

therapists, occupational therapists, and at 

Manatee Memorial Hospital in the    

emergency room, labor and delivery,  

pediatrics, and laboratories. Some stu-

dents work in long-term care facilities and 

in sports medicine. First responder stu-

dents will ride with EMS next semester. 

The fol lowing experiences are      

excerpted from student interns’ journals. 

Taylor Clines/MMH ER:  

I walked in, and the halls were 

packed with patients. EMS brought in two 

stretchers with 2 male suspects. They had 

just stolen a car, wrecked it and had coun-

terfeit money in their possession. 

Today as I walked in I noticed a    

silence that was unfamiliar. The ER was 

calm and everyone was just kind of doing 

their own thing. But all of a sudden we get 

these calls from EMS and the ER becomes 

ŦǳƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻǇǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ 9a¢Ωǎ 

with no rooms to put patients waiting in 

the hall way. MVC accident, sick children, 

frail patients, and respiratory distress 

within the hour.  

Beverly Delgado/Kindness Animal Clinic 

I got to watch a dog get an IV put in, 

get blood taken, a dog get x-rays and a 

dog wake up from anesthesia ς they tend 

to shake. It was awesome! I also watched 

a couple of cats get de-clawed which 

made me cringe. 

I watched the most interesting and 

coolest surgery ever. They had a dog that 

had many problems so they took out all of 

the insides and found a tumor in the intes-

tines the size of my fist and they removed 

it and it survived the whole operation.  

From top: Physics, engineering, and TV Produc-
tion students. Students interview Busch Gardens 
V.P. of Design and Engineering, Mark Rose. 

The MHS Cane TV news set. 
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Xander Chawi/Gastroenterologist 

¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ LΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

blood pressure of an actual patient. I was 

also more involved with evaluating the 

patient, including listening to the lungs 

and the heart of the patient. I learned 

what diverticulitis looks like on the 

colonoscopy pictures. 

Dolores Miron/MHS Clinic 

This week I experienced a very awk-

ward situation. A student came in hurt 

after being involved in a fight. The nurse 

was unable to reach his parents and the 

administrator was struggling to communi-

cate with him because he could not speak 

English. I was then asked to translate 

what the student was trying to communi-

cate. I think that I learned from this     

experience I should not be afraid to use by 

bilingual skills and it is okay to politely 

jump into something when I am needed.  

Business Partner Recognized 

L t. Jerome Ruffing of the Manatee 

County Department of Public 

Safety’s Emergency Medical Services  

received a national award for his dedica-

tion to the MHS Academy of Medical Arts 

and Sciences during the National Career 

Academy Coalition’s 14th Annual Confer-

ence held in November in Austin, Texas. 

Lt. Ruffing has been an advocate for 

the Medical Arts and Sciences Academy 

since its inception. He recruits new   

members, provides insight to students, 

and coordinates career shadowing and 

internship opportunities. Lt. Ruffing    

assists around 50 to 100 students each 

semester. He also serves as an adjunct 

faculty member for the EMS program at 

St. Petersburg College and is the Medical 

C o n t in u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E M T /

Paramedic Instructor for Manatee Techni-

cal Institute. He was recognized by the 

District and the Manatee Chamber of 

Commerce as the Business Coordinator of 

the Year for his enthusiastic work in 

scheduling ride-along experiences, career 

shadowing and internships for students 

with the Manatee County EMS Depart-

ment.  

 GOALS Leadership and Values 

T he Global Outreach and Leader-

ship Studies (GOALS) small  

learning community held its first event at 

G.T. Bray Park this fall. The GOALS team 

consists of students in Business and Web 

Design, Early Childhood Education, and 

JROTC programs. With approximately 120 

students and 8 teachers, the students 

spent the day involved in activities      

designed to promote team-building, lead-

ership, and communication skills.  

Skip Wilhoit, Coordinator of Safe and 

Drug Free Schools for the Manatee 

County School District, opened the day 

with a presentation on values and charac-

ter development. The students were then 

divided into five groups, rotating between 

team-building activities. Later they were 

entertained by a skit called "The Good, 

Bad, and the Ugly" which was performed 

by members of the MHS Drama Club. It 

was designed to reinforce the importance 

of interviewing skills and resume writing.  

The day was culminated with a    

presentation by Jackie Delzeski, from the 

Manatee County Chamber of Commerce, 

on the importance of volunteerism.  

Students Teaching Students 

E arly Childhood Education (ECE) 

and Directed Studies teacher 

Nancy Acton has been helping students 

explore childcare and teaching career 

pathways for many years. “Early Child-

hood Education is a series of hands-on 

activities,” Nancy said. “First -year        

students assist with Kiddie Kollege, our 

own Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK), by 

the second or third week of school. We 

also have a wonderful partnership with 

Puppy Patch Preschool where students 

gain experience with toddlers. Second-

year students learn how to write and  

implement lesson plans. Third and fourth-

year students intern at Jessie P. Miller and 

Ballard Elementary Schools in kindergar-

ten through third grade classes, and for 

those interested in careers in the areas of 

special needs, we offer the opportunity to 

intern at Miller with the Pre-K through 

fifth grade classes.” 

The MHS ECE program is a part of the 

Global Outreach and Leadership Strate-

gies (GOALS) Center. Nancy and her team 

are working toward the goal for the 

GOALS Center to become a recognized 

career academy.  

Construction Students Win at USCC 

I DEA Academy Construction Tech-

nology teacher Jeff Sharp reports 

that MHS students attended the first 

United States Construction Challenge 

(USCC) this fall at Palmetto High School. 

This was a competition between four 

Manatee County schools, with observers 

from Sarasota County schools.  

 Tech Level I students tested their 

knowledge in Safety, Construction Math, 

Reading Blueprints, Measurement, Hand 

Tool Identification, and Fastener Identifi-

cation. Hands-on timed events included 

Cutting Stock to Length, Driving and Pull-

ing Nails, Constructing a Corner, and Hole 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beverly Delgado 
at the Kindness 
Animal Clinic. 

Lt. Ruffing and NCAC President Angie Grasberger. GOALS students practice teamwork. 

High school ECE students practice teaching 
skills on preschoolers. 
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Placement and Drilling. First place went to 

MHS student Sean Barrett. 

Tech II students tested knowledge in 

OSHA Safety, Framing Components, 

Power Tool Identification, Materials, and 

Fasteners and Adhesive Identification. 

The hands-on timed event required    

constructing a full size toolbox in 30    

minutes. MHS students Sam Tibbetts and 

Matthew Cook took second and third 

places. 

Business partners Home Depot and 

Zirklebach Construction supported the 

event, as did several volunteer judges 

recruited from Home Depot, Manatee 

County Schools, Manatee County Building 

Code and Planning, Coastal Crane, and 

several local construction companies.  

Sandblast Winners 

A rt students from the IDEA Acad-

emy participated and placed in 

a Sandblast Competition in December. 

MHS Art Club students were runners up in 

the Free Form Category, and Anchor Club 

students were runners up in the Holiday 

Category. Teams of sculptors participated 

in this community fundraiser for Keep 

Manatee Beautiful, a nonprofit organiza-

tion dedicated to litter prevention,    

beautification and environmental im-

provement. This event was sponsored by 

the Beach House restaurant.  

Bands on the Move 

T he well-respected Performing 

Arts Academy band director Jim 

Bruce reports that last year’s Jazz        

Ensemble was invited to perform with the 

Sarasota Pops Orchestra. They performed 

to a full house at Neel Performing Arts 

Hall and were very well received. As a 

result of that performance, the “Pops” 

has invited the Jazz Ensemble to join 

them again for their March 2011 concert. 

Last year’s Wind Ensemble and Sym-

phonic Band performed a concert with 

the State College of Florida Orchestra and 

Wind Ensemble at the Neel Performing 

Arts Hall as their guests. This year, the 

Wind Ensemble and Symphonic band will 

be the guests of Riverview High School for 

a performance with their Wind Ensemble 

and Symphonic band in Riverview’s new 

auditorium in February. 

Dancing with the Student Stars 

T he Performing Arts Academy 

Ballroom Club made an impres-

sive showing at the prestigious Youth 

Ballroom Blitz competition in Orlando 

recently. Six senior members along with 

their instructor, Mrs. Tess Chawi, traveled 

to Orlando and competed in Ballroom and 

Latin events throughout the day. Students 

Xander Chawi and Maria Sol Rivera     

received first place awards in their events. 

Participants were then invited to watch 

the World Salsa Championships capping 

off a weekend of world-class dancing. 

Longtime business partner, the Sara-

bay Dance Club, sponsors this instruc-

tional and community service-driven club. 

Approximately 85 students benefit from 

top-notch instruction in social and      

competitive ballroom dancing throughout 

the year. Their next competition is      

February 6, 2011 in the World Promotions 

“Spring Fling” held in Tampa.  

Congratulations! 

C ongratulations to Angie Grasber-

ger, SLC Project Manager, who 

was elected as President of the National 

Career Academy Coalition (NCAC) at the 

14th annual conference in Austin, Texas. 

Angie has been a member of the NCAC 

Board for the past 12 years.  
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