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Harvard University and Palmetto High 

School Agree 

A  two -year  s tudy  by  the     

Pa thways to  Prosper i ty      

Project at the Harvard University 

Graduate School of Education notes 

that while much emphasis is placed in 

high school on going on to a four-year 

college, only 30 percent of young adults 

in the United States successfully com-

plete a bachelor's degree. According to 

a February 2011 FOX News report: 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ 

major occupations be clearly outlined at 

the start of high school. Students would 

see directly how their course choices 

prepare them for careers that interest 

themτbut still be able to change their 

minds. Students should also be given 

more opportunities for work-based 

learning, such as job shadowing and 

internships. Students, the researchers 

recommend, should get career counsel-

ing and work-related opportunities 

early onτno later than middle school. 

In high school, students would have 

access to educat ional programs        

designed with the help of industry lead-

ers, and they'd be able to participate in 

ǇŀƛŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇǎΦέ   

The study reinforces 

what the District 

Smaller Learning 

Communities (SLC) 

programs have pro-

moted for the past 

seven years, and the 

SLCs at Palmetto 

High School are aligning themselves 

accordingly. 

Wall-to-Wall SLCs, Over 40 Majors 

P ŀƭƳŜǘǘƻ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ {[/Ωǎ are sporting a fresh new look, 

and PHS now offers a wall-to-wall Acad-

emy structure. PHS students can choose 

from over 40 major areas of interest, 

and all programs and/or career       

pathways are now grouped into one of 

three academies: the Academy for  

Business, Law, and Leadership; the 

Academy for Science, Health, and    

Education; and the Academy for Arts, 

Communication and Design.  

M ission. The mission of the 

Business, Law, and Leader-

ship Academy is to offer students a  

variety of educational opportunities 

that will enhance their employability 

skills and, in turn, prepare them for 

global citizenship and success in domes-

tic and international careers. This SLC 

teaches marketable workforce skills and 

the work habits necessary to manage 

resources so students can be successful 

in a variety of careers. A love for foreign 

languages is cultivated, thus preparing 

the student for a global marketplace.  

Majors. Within this Academy,   

students can choose from these majors: 

Advanced Placement Scholars, Accounting 

and Finance, Administrative Assistant, 

Business Technology, Education, Business 

and International Business, Criminal Jus-

tice and Law Studies, Diversified Career 

Tech (DCT), Entrepreneurship, Foreign 

Language, Forensics, Information Tech-

nology, and JROTC and Leadership Train-

ing. 

Goals. One of the goals in this 

Academy is that students will earn   

industry certifications that add immedi-

ŀǘŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ  

resumes. In this school year, so far 

nearly 200 certifications have been 

earned in Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, 

and Excel, and many more students are 

scheduled to take Microsoft certifica-

tion tests throughout the year.  

In addition to earning industry  

certifications, other goals for this   

Academy include:  

ÁStudents will see relevance and 

¢ƘŜ {ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ {ƘƛƴŜǎ hƴΧ 
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Strategic Objective #2: 
Each student will articulate 
personal goals, create plans to 
achieve those goals, and exhibit 
progress toward their attainment.
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applicability of core classes within the 

career of their choice through interdis-

ciplinary curriculum integration. 

ÁStudents will become lifelong 

learners and informed, productive   

citizens. 

ÁStudents will be effective leaders 

for future generations. 

ÁStudents wil l  enhance their      

employability skills through participa-

tion in co-curricular programs such as 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Future 

Business Leaders of America, Junior 

Reserve Officer Training Corps, National 

Honor Society, Student Government, 

and Spanish Travel.  

M ission. The mission of the 

S c i e n c e ,  H e a l t h  a n d        

Education Academy is to improve the 

physical, mental, and social well being 

of the individual through ethical con-

duct in whatever vocation they choose. 

Students learn to preserve and manage 

natural and human resources to ensure 

a brighter future for all, and to improve 

the quality of human life through     

education, health management, and 

management of natural resources. 

Majors. Within this Academy,   

students can choose from these majors: 

Advanced Placement Scholars, Sports 

Science and Emergency Services,      

Animal Science and Services, Horticul-

ture Science and Services, Agriculture, 

Athletic Trainer, Child Care, Diversified 

Career Technology OJT, Education and 

Educational Studies, Environmental 

Management, Health and Safety, Health 

Promotion for Fitness, Pre-Medicine, 

and Science and Health Services.  

Goals. Goals for students in this 

Academy include: 

ÁEncourage leadership by joining a 

Career Technology Student Organiza-

tion (CTSO) such as Family, Community 

and Career Leaders of America (FCCLA), 

Health Occupations Students of Amer-

ica (HOSA), and National FFA (formerly 

Future Farmers of America).  

ÁRespect the dignity of work by 

completing projects and assignments. 

ÁPromote career opportunities in 

healthcare, agriculture, and early   

childhood education by joining a CTSO, 

or shadowing professionals in the   

community. 

ÁBecome industry certified by  

completing training hours and passing 

certification exams. 

ÁBe prepared for postsecondary 

education by completing coursework. 

ÁExperience curriculum integration 

by becoming immersed in a blend of 

core academic and career and technical 

courses.  

M ission. The mission of the 

Arts, Communication and 

Design Academy is to encourage      

students to use their creative talent to 

expand the way they communicate and 

compete, whether in the field of fine 

and graphic arts, mass communications, 

or architectural design and construc-

tion. This SLC strives to inspire students 

to use innovative ideas to express 

themselves and learn applicable skills 

that can be used in the career of their 

choice.  

Majors. Within this Academy,   

students can choose from these majors: 

Advanced Placement Scholars, Commu-

nications and Arts in Performance, 

Communications and Multi-Media 

Technology, Architecture and Construc-

tion, Computer and Graphic Design, 

Digital Media-Web Design, English and 

Journalism, Fine Arts, General Commu-

nication, Instrumental Music, General 

Music, Music Journalism, and Visual 

and Performing Arts. 

Goals. Goals for students in this 

Academy include: 

ÁLearning to work individually and 

in groups to critically analyze and solve 

real world problems. 

ÁUnderstanding the relationships 

between the core subjects and the arts. 

By experiencing an integrated curricu-

lum, students will acquire and apply 

real world skills. 

ÁSupporting the mission of the 

Manatee County School District. 

ÁExpanding technical skills in depth 

and breadth toward successfully     

completing industry certifications. This 

school year alone, students have 

earned nearly 100 certifications in 

Adobe Photoshop and Dreamweaver, 

with many more students scheduled to 

test throughout the remainder of the 

school year. 

 

Right: a future 
v e t e r i n a r i a n  
l i s tens  to  the 
heartbeat of a 
rabbit. Below: fish 
tanks  sup por t 
learning about 
aquaculture. 

Above: reading circles in early 
education classes. 

 

Fine arts (right) and 
computer aided design 
and drafting (below) 
both find a home in the 
Academy for  Ar ts , 
Communication, and 
Design. 
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ÁPreparing for matriculation into 

postsecondary institutions through 

educational choices including advanced 

placement and college prep curricula. 

Coming: Rigorous AICE Program  

S tarting next year, PHS students 

have the exciting opportunity 

to participate in the University of    

Cambridge Advanced International  

Certificate of Education (AICE) program. 

This international pre-university       

curriculum and examination system for 

academically able students offers a 

flexible, broad-based, two-year curricu-

lum, preceded by Pre-AICE courses. The 

program encourages high academic 

standards and provides a basis for study 

at the college & university level. 

After completing the courses,    

students will take tests written by   

Cambridge. Students in grades 11 and 

12 choose a minimum of six AICE 

classes for the AICE Diplomaτthree 

junior year and three senior year. If 

students successfully earn the AICE  

Diploma, they qualify for the Florida 

Academic Scholars Award through 

Bright Futures and earn between 30 

and 45 college credit hours at no cost 

before high school graduation. 

While some have compared AICE to 

the rigorous International Baccalaure-

ate (IB) program, AICE allows students 

increased flexibility to specialize in sub-

jects of interest without sacrificing 

rigor. The program has been planned 

with PHS SLCs 

in mind, with 

concentrations 

identified within 

each academy. 

 

Seniors Learn Employability Skills  

P HS seniors in each SLC are 

hard at work on Senior Pro-

jects. These multi-disciplinary projects 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣ 

write, speak, think, access information, 

manage time, and solve problems.   

Seniors select a topic, write a research 

paper, create a tangible product or  

service related to some aspect of the 

paper, develop a portfolio, and present 

orally before a panel of judges.  

Students Serve, Gain Skills 

P HS construction technology       

students, under the guidance 

of instructors and Future Builders of 

America advisors Bob Lounds and Jim 

Kapper, get their hands dirty while gain-

ing skills beyond the classroom. Each 

year they participate in two job site 

visits in addition to two Habitat for  

Humanity work days. Students have the 

opportunity to attend an FBA summer 

camp and visit the International Build-

ers Show in Miami. Students in this  

flourishing program also earn nationally 

recognized industry certifications. 

PHS Hosts First USCC Challenge 

A cademy for Arts, Communica-

tion and Design teachers Jim 

Kapper and Bob Lounds along with  

construction technology students 

hosted the first ever 

United States Construc-

tion Challenge (USCC) 

event at PHS. Over 60 

students from area high schools and 

Manatee Technical Institute took their 

places for the inaugural event designed 

by Manatee County construction    

technology teachers to challenge     

students, increase interest in the build-

ing trades, and foster personal growth. 

Plans are underway to make this an 

annual event.  

Exploring Health Science Careers 

A cademy for Science, Health 

and Education teacher Ashley 

Lockhart helps students make positive 

career choices through career explora-

ǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ άbŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΣέ !ǎƘƭŜȅ 

ǎŀƛŘΦ άрл ƧǳƴƛƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ 

an open house at Manatee Technical 

Institute East (MTI). Students met with 

instructors from 

the nursing, dental, 

medical assisting, 

surgical technician, 

massage therapy, 

optometry,  and 

pha rmaceu t i ca l 

ǘŜŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦέ 

 

Student Leader Heads to Argentina 

A cademy for Science, Health 

and Education teacher and 

FFA advisor Julie Tillett announced the 

election of student Nicole Liles to the 

State Officer Team as Palmetto FFA 

Area V Vice President. State officers 

serve the Florida FFA Association,    

agricultural education, and agriculture 

as an ambassador.  

In January, Nicole participated in 

an International Leadership Seminar in 

Argentina along with FFA leaders from 

across the nation. The seminar was  

designed to give students first-hand 

 

 
Right: Bob Lounds 
and Jim Kapper, 
άaŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{!Φέ  
 
 
 
Below: one of the 
FBA job site visits. 

 

 

 

Nicole Liles 
on a cattle 
ranch in 
Argentina. 
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knowledge of Argentina's agricultural 

industries, including a large port termi-

nal and various livestock, corn, soy-

bean, wheat, and poultry operations.  

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ bƛŎƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

look forward to her returning to   

Manatee County to share her amazing 

ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WǳƭƛŜΦ   

InVESTing in the Future 

A cademy for Business, Law, and 

Leadership teacher Gayle 

Twitty helps her business and entrepre-

neurial students make the career     

connection through Project InVEST, a 

well-rounded program involving insur-

ance industry business partnerships, 

career shadowing, and networking. 

Project InVEST offers an exciting hands-

on curriculum that brings the insurance 

industry right into the classroom.     

Students develop their own mock insur-

ance agencies and perform duties such 

as recommending policies and estimat-

ing claims. InVEST graduates leave with 

knowledge about the industry, often 

enthusiastic about pursuing insurance 

careers.  

News from the Arts 

T he PHS Art Department in the 

Academy for Arts, Communica-

tion and Design has been awarded a 

grant of $3,823 from the Leslie Marga-

ret Weller Arts Education program of 

the Community Foundation of Sarasota 

County, Inc. This grant enabled teachers 

to purchase art supplies and funded a 

student trip to the brand new location 

of the Salvador Dali Museum in St.   

Petersburg. Career Advisor Millie Torres 

helped pull together the initial grant 

and schedule the Dali field trip.  

After experiencing the museum, 

upper level students plan to create clay 

totem poles using a surrealist style like 

that of Salvador Dali. Construction tech-

nology students will help art students 

place the ceramic pieces onto a welded 

fence pole at the end of the project. 

In other news, the art department 

welcomed guest professional fabric 

artist Robin Bowman to speak to      

students about her work and career. A 

former nurse, Robin now makes a living 

by creating aquatic themed fabric    

collages from various fabrics and fibers. 

Reaching Out to Parents 

P HS held a special open house 

in its auditorium in February, 

offering students and parents informa-

tion about the three academies as well 

as the new AICE program.  

Also, PHS offers free monthly    

parent nights at the Parent Information 

Center, offering activities for the entire 

family. Parents can learn how to help 

their children do better in school, and 

students can participate in literacy   

activities and receive homework help.  

Around the District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
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Career Pathways, Take Stock Times, Careers in Action, Education Today/Career Tomorrow, Transition 
Times, ACT Update, Technical Education Today, and Spotlight on Success. 

 Palmetto High School is lead by these terrific Tigers:  
 Principal Willie Clark and Assistant Principals Dustin Dahlquist, Valerie Viands, and Carl Olsen   
 
 

The Smaller Learning Communities programs are under the direction of the Adult, Career and Technical 
Education (ACT) Department of the School District of Manatee County. 
 Doug Wagner, DirectorτAdult, Career and Technical Education 
 Angie Grasberger, SLC Project Manager and President, National Career Academy Coalition 

Students from the Academy for Arts, Communi-
ŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΩǎ !Ǌǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
just-opened new location of the Salvador Dali 
Museum. A closer look at the photo reveals Dali-
ƭƻƻƪŀƭƛƪŜ ƳƻǳǎǘŀŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ƭƻŀŦ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀŘ ƻƴ ŀǊǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ¢Ǌƻȅ {ŎƘǊƻŜŘŜǊΩǎ 
ƘŜŀŘΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ 
ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ {ǳǊǊŜŀƭƛǎǘΣ 5ŀƭƛ Ǉǳǘ ŀ 
loaf of bread on the head of a female manne-
ǉǳƛƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ {ǳǊǊŜŀƭƛǎǘ hōƧŜŎǘΦέ  


