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S outheast High School takes great 

pride in having a vibrant, produc-

tive, and winning tradition in all of our  

academies year after year. Our students 

perform at levels of excellence that are  

recognized at the county, regional, state, 

national and world levels. Our teachers 

provide the latest teaching methods to keep 

the students aimed at real-world opportuni-

ties in the fields of engineering, science, 

culinary, business, mathematics, arts, and 

much more. The future is happening every-

day at Southeast. 

Some of the highlights of our programs 

just this year include: World Champions in 

TSA for Formula 1 cars, designation as a 

National Model School for our Visual and 

Performing Arts academy, Robotics district 

champions, TV production district champi-

ons, FBLA district champions, Land judging 

champions, to name a few. We are not even 

close to being finished with the accumula-

tion of awards in many other areas as well 

as taking our talents to the national level.  

Our Culinary students are completely 

moved into their new Culinary home which 

has a full scale kitchen area, prep area, 

classroom, and serving section. TV produc-

tion has just begun to develop an articula-

tion with Full Sail University to allow credits 

and hours already worked in the field here 

to count towards their college require-

ments.  

We hosted Johnson Middle School and 

Sugg Middle School during our Academy 

Fair so they could view all of the fantastic 

opportunities available to them next school 

year. The items mentioned are only a small 

sampling of the quality of work done daily 

here at Southeast High School. 

Real world training in a 21st Century 

learning environment happens daily at 

Southeast. We are proud of each of our 

students as they uphold the tradition of 

excellence in academics and their career 

pathways for over fifty years. Southeast 

students prove that this generation is more 

than ready to take on the problems of the 

community, nation, and world through their 

winning ways in all four of our SLCs and 

through the IB program. Go Noles! 

MORE PERSPECTIVES: 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ALAN RAMOS 

I  feel privileged to be involved with 

two of our Small Learning Communi-

ties (SLCs). The Leadership Center is under-

going an exciting teacher-led revision that 

will offer more opportunities to learn about 

careers in the fields of health and education. 

ABC (Agriscience, Business and Consumer 

Sciences) is paving a path to success as evi-

denced by the recognition received recently 

at various competitions. We hope that our 

SLCs will continue making a positive impact 

by making education more relevant, increas-

ing the graduation rate, and encouraging 

students to earn industry certifications. 

COLLEGE AND CAREER DAY 

T Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ 5ŀȅ was a great success. Students met 

with representatives from over 50 different 

colleges, technical schools, and military 

branches. This year was particularly special 

because the entire student body partici-

pated in the event. Career adviser, Mr. 

Wooten, was proud of the students as they 

armed themselves with knowledge about 

the future. 

ECC ACADEMY: 

DIGITAL DESTINIES 

T he Electronics Communications 

Center (ECC) Academy, co-lead by 

teachers Bob Burwell and Lee Ann Hoffman, 

ƛǎ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 

recently accredited by the National Career 

Academy Coalition (NCAC). ECC students 

learn technology and skills in Television 

Production, Digital Videography, and 3D 

Animation under the instruction of Burwell 

and Mike Sanders. The ECC team has been 

making contact with various studios and 

potential business partners in the Tampa 

Bay area and is available to make commer-

cials and animations for business partners. 

The new advisory board should be able to 

help in developing curriculum, internships, 

and other forms of professional experience.  

ENGAGED IN 3D ANIMATION 

I ƴ ǘƘŜ 9//Ωǎ о5 !ƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻπgies class, first year students have 

organized into teams to produce their first 

45-second animated video.  

ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΣέ 

says teacher Bob Burwell. The rubric for the 

¢ƘŜ {ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ {ƘƛƴŜǎ hƴΧ 
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Strategic Objective #3: 
Each student will continually 
participate in the democratic 
process.
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exercise requires that students create an 

animated office building. Each student on 

the team is responsible for the polygonal 

modeling for some of the items. They must 

be modeled to scale and must animate in 

some fashion. After all objects are modeled, 

the team collaborates to move the items 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƛǘƘ 

keyframed actions, camera movements, 

lighting changes, shadows, reflections,   

refractions and a host of other processes to 

make it appear not animation, but simula-

tion. 

ά!ƳŀȊƛƴƎƭȅΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŜƴƎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

.ǳǊǿŜƭƭΦ άL Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǿƘŜƴ 

the bell rings and I do not need to post bell 

work for start. Total absorption into the 

process, manuals, creativity, and teamwork 

makes this class a total joy for the students 

ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦέ 

SETV SHINES 

T elevision production students from 

ǘƘŜ 9// !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ {9¢± ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

have an outstanding reputation, and once 

again swept the Region 6 Florida SkillsUSA 

competition. SETV students took gold, silver, 

and bronze medals in the Broadcast News 

event and gold, silver, and bronze in the 

Television Production event. We look     

forward to seeing these students in action 

again at Florida SkillsUSA State Conference 

and competitions in May. 

VPA: A MODEL ACADEMY  

A  vision of the Visual 

and Performing Arts 

(VPA) Academy is to     

encourage students to embrace their talent 

within an artist's community where they can 

hone their craft and academic knowledge in 

order to possess the attitude of an artist 

and pursue their passion as a career.  

A dream seven years in the making was 

realized in Austin, Texas recently when the 

VPA Academy received the National Career 

!ŎŀŘŜƳȅ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ aƻŘŜƭ 

Academy Award, the highest award an acad-

emy can receive. Accepting the award on 

behalf of the 19 teachers who are a part of 

the VPA team was lead teacher, Barbara 

Tapley-Kenney.  

"It's a great feeling knowing all of our 

hard work has finally paid off," stated 

Kenney. "It's been a long journey that is 

really just beginning."  

WICKED GOOD THEME 

T he theme for the VPA Academy 

this year was, "Your Future is 

Unlimited." It arose from the music of this 

year's band show, Wicked, based on the hit 

Broadway musical. Team teachers from all 

subject areas tied in the theme to classroom 

lessons, exploring how there may be unlim-

ited answers and responses to problems. Of 

course, the most anticipated event was 

actually traveling to Orlando to see a live 

performance of Wicked at the Bob Carr 

Performing Arts Center! 

Andrea Hatin, new band director, dem-

onstrated hands-on curriculum integration 

by working on a backdrop for the marching 

band half time show with Erin Kenney. Miss 

Hatin is a Southeast graduate who has an 

interest in both music and art. 

ART STUDENTS FLY HIGH  

T he Sarasota Airport hosts an    

annual art show for all grade levels 

of Manatee and Sarasota county students. 

This year there were 400 entries from each 

ŎƻǳƴǘȅΗ Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΣ {9I{ ±t! 

students won all but one of the high school 

prizes. The Sarasota Airport displays the 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 

ȅŜŀǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΦ 

SANDBLAST SUCCESS 

T he VPA Academy student team 

earned runner-up status again this 

year for the Nautical Division of the annual 

Sandblast sand sculpture competition. The 

judges and the public just adored the 

mother sea turtle and babies hatching and 

ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

event is a fundraiser for Keep Manatee 

Beautiful, and Florida Power and Light has 

sponsored VPA for three years. 

 

PROMOTING THROUGH BRANDING 

D ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ άōǊŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎέ ƛǎ ŀ common business and marketing 

concept. As a means of promoting the 

Southeast and academies brands, the Art 

Club and National Art Honor Society held a 

Student examines office furnishing images for 
her animation video project. 

SETV students rehearse the daily news. 

SEHS VPA representatives receive the NCAC 
Model Academy Award of Distinction.  

Above: Band director Andrea Hatin helping 
create the backdrop for the marching band 
halftime show, Wicked. Below: VPA Academy 
trip to see the musical in Orlando. 

VPA Airport Art Show Award winners. 

Sandblast competition winners. 
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Ϧtŀƛƴǘ Ψǘƛƭ aƛŘƴƛƎƘǘϦ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭϥǎ 

cafeteria. Every available spot on the walls 

were covered with academy logos and 

school mascot Seminole heads and arrows. 

MARCHING TO SUCCESS 

T he Marching Noles received an 

overall superior at this year's   

District Music Performance Assessment 

(MPA) Competition. A sweet treat for the 

new band director, Andrea Hatin! 

STUDENTS LEARN FROM RINGLING ARTIST 

M ŜƎŀ/ƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƛŎΩǎ convention for comic fanatics. 

The Manatee County Library recently held 

MANA-CON: A Comics Convention for Teens, 

which welcomed guest artists and provided 

workshops for over 200 students.  

The most popular activity was the 

άaŀƪƛƴƎ /ƻƳƛŎǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέ ǿƛǘƘ wƛƴƎƭƛƴƎ 

instructor, Michael White. VPA students Erin 

Kenney and Carleen Porter were two of the 

fortunate students to get seats in the free 

workshop, and Erin won the drawing for a 

free book. 

ABC ACADEMY:  
FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

άC ƛǊǎǘ LƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ this year for the Agriscience, 

Business, and Consumer Science (ABC) 

!ŎŀŘŜƳȅΦ ¢ƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦŦΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

initial "first impression" of the ABC Academy 

teachers was a group session about hand-

shakes. After demonstrations by teachers, 

students were assigned a unique handshake 

style. Next they mixed it up and shook each 

other's hands to find other students with 

the same style.  

Through the year, all ABC Academy 

teachers took turns developing lessons for 

the monthly Academy Days, focusing on 

online impressions, eating etiquette,      

appearances, job applications, and resumes. 

Plans are underway to end the year with 

tips on job or college interviews.  

BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS  

A BC's community and business 

partners have played an active 

role in student growth this year. 

Culinary and business students partici-

pated in behind-the-scenes career trips to 

businesses such as Anna Maria Oyster Bar, 

Manatee Memorial Hospital's First Street 

Cafe, and the GFS Market Place. Students 

sampled foods and discussed management 

and marketing styles and employability 

skills.  

Business partners donated strawber-

ries, chocolate, and paper goods for the 

Academy Fair. A group effort by all three 

ABC career areas resulted in a delicious 

recruitment tool for prospective students. 

Business partners also volunteered 

their time by judging CTSO competitions 

and speaking directly in the classrooms. 

Students were provided opportunities 

to participate in job shadow and mentoring 

sessions with employees. Suncoast Schools 

Federal Credit Union (SSFCU) employees 

presented financial lessons to accounting 

and student credit union workers. 

SKILLS BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

I n early February, students from  

Future Business Leaders of America 

(FBLA), lead by Cindy Rees, won an astound-

ing number and variety of competitions in 

the five-county District event held at State 

College of Florida. 31 students qualified for 

states with 11 firsts, 13 seconds, 5 thirds 

and 2 fourth-place wins. Southeast FBLA 

students won more than any other school in 

the five-county district and represent one of 

the largest groups the school has ever sent 

on to the next level of competition. 

At the end of February, members of 

the Family, Career and Community Leaders 

of America (FCCLA) competed at the District 

competitions. Four students earned medal 

honors. "I am so proud of these students 

and their efforts as well as the others from 

our group who served as ambassadors for 

Southeast High School," says Valerie Mont-

gomery, Family and Consumer Sciences 

teacher.  

LAND JUDGING AWARDS 

A t the 50th annual land judging 

competition sponsored by the 

Manatee River Soil and Water Conservation 

District (MRSWCD), students used score-

cards to answer questions concerning soil 

properties in categories such as slope, 

VPA students brand walls with Academy logos. 

aŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ΨbƻƭŜǎτέǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊΗέ 

!./Ωǎ /ƘŜŦ aƛƪŜ ό/ǳƭƛƴŀǊȅύ ŀƴŘ /ƘƭƻŜ /ƘŜƴ 
(World Language) demonstrate a non-
professional greeting. 

Above: Lori Mirandilla and Juli Lewis, SSFCU, 
present financial basics to accounting students. 
Below: FBLA students dip strawberries in 
chocolate in preparation for the Academy Fair. 

FBLA competitors won big at the 2011 District 
competition held at State College of Florida. 

This ABC Academy FFA team won the Callon 
Keen Sr. Award with the highest score and 
placed first in the FFA senior division, awarded 
by Patty Keen Freed and Callon C. Keen, Jr. 
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depth, texture, permeability, erosion and 

nutrients. One of the fields represented a 

potential homesite location, and students 

were questioned on how well the land could 

serve as a building site.  

A SEHS student won the I. H. Stewart 

Award, sponsored and presented by ECo 

Consultants and given to the student with 

the highest individual score, and an SEHS 

team won the Callon Keen, Sr. Award, given 

to the team with the highest score. The 

team, coached by Mike Buckley, also placed 

first in the FFA high school division and will 

advance to the state competition. 

NEW COMMERCIAL CULINARY FACILITY  

T he SEHS Culinary Arts program 

under the direction of Chef Mike 

Niewodowski is thriving in its updated kitch-

ens. Culinary staff and students have served 

over 1000 meals since moving into the 

newly renovated facility in January. One 

highlight was serving over 500 lunches at 

the TSA District Conference and competi-

tions. The upper level Culinary Arts students 

prepare and serve a takeout lunch available 

for faculty and staff on a daily basis. The 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ 

however, was the second annual Gourmet 

Night in February. For the event, the Skills-

USA Culinary Club prepared and served a   

sit-down, five course gourmet dinner for 80 

guests. Dinner included Lobster Risotto, 

Filet Mignon, Rack of Lamb, Poached Pears, 

and Soufflés.  

SHINING AT SKILLSUSA 

A BC Academy culinary students 

fared well in the Region 6 Florida 

SkillsUSA competition, earning a silver 

medal in the Culinary Arts event, a gold and 

silver in the Food and Beverage competi-

tion, and a gold in the Job Interview compe-

tition. We look forward to seeing these  

students in action again at Florida SkillsUSA 

State Conference and competitions in May. 

CENTER FOR LEADERSHIP:  

TWO NEW PATHWAYS 

T h e  C e n te r  f o r 

Leadership includes 

a strong JROTC program plus two 

new career-based learning pathways: 

Educational & Social Concerns and Health & 

Science. 

The Educational & Social Concerns 

pathway in the Center for Leadership helps 

students explore their potential to become 

effective leaders at the personal, profes-

sional, community and global level in the 

fields of education, law, psychology and 

sociology. 

The Center for Leadership is focusing 

on a new branch for next year that will be 

dedicated to Health & Science. Students 

interested in a career in the medical fields, 

scientific research, environmental concerns, 

or forensics will be able join this brand new 

pathway. The pathway will be involved in 

physics competitions and the Envirothon as 

well as the Science Fair. There will also be 

field trips to shadow professionals in the 

field and career guidance.  

Steven Craig and John Karl, the            

co-leads for this new pathway, are asking 

that parents or other volunteers interested 

in forming an advisory committee to please 

contact them. 

IB PROGRAM:  

LIFELONG LEARNERS 

T he students in the 

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Diploma Program are accomplishing won-

derful things! IB students are involved in all 

SLCs: VPA, ECC, ABC, and Leadership. They 

are being accepted by prestigious universi-

ties such as Brown, NYU and MIT, and    

winning local, state, national and world 

competitions. These students are also    

involved in clubs and sports, and they    

contribute a great deal of time to the com-

munity. Through their community service 

activities, they continue to strive toward the 

L. aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ άΧōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ 

compassionate and lifelong learners who 

understand that other people, with their 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦέ 

AROUND THE DISTRICT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

W ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ around the District in the Adult, Career & Technical Education department. 

School District of Manatee County  

Adult, Career, & Technical  
 Education  

215 Manatee Avenue West  

Bradenton, FL 34205  

(941) 708 -8770 x2227  

FAX 708 -8686  

www.ManateeSchools.net  

www.ManateeACT.com  

 

Career Pathways, Take Stock Times, Careers in Action, Education Today/Career Tomorrow, Transition 
Times, ACT Update, Technical Education Today, and Spotlight on Success. 

 Southeast High School is lead by these super Seminoles:  
 Principal Catherine D. Smith and Assistant Principals Shane Hall, Alan Ramos, and Rosa Daughtry 
 
 

The Smaller Learning Communities programs are under the direction of the Adult, Career and Technical 
Education (ACT) Department of the School District of Manatee County. 
 Doug Wagner, DirectorτAdult, Career and Technical Education 
 Angie Grasberger, SLC Project Manager and President, National Career Academy Coalition 

Culinary club members receive instructions 
from Chef Mike at Gourmet Night. 


