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Llliana Ibarra of Lakewood Ranch High School has recsived a college scholarship through the Take Stock in Chlldren |program.

“Take Stock in Children’ awards scholarships at annual event

By WENDY DAHLE
Special to the Herald

50 hopefully one day she can
get out of the farm fields and
become a b

And with the help of a col-
lege scholarship through Take
Stockin Children of Manatee
County, she will have that op-

ra. “This is a great chance for

.me. 'm doing things I.don't

know if I would have been
able to do.”
©On Feb. 5, community and
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mentoring
chl]dmlikelbama,whohm
dreams of going to to col-
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What: Second| Laadershlp
1 r Breakfast for :
Take Stook in Chiidren
‘withiguest spaaker”
hennls Ieynd and IMG
Academies president Nick
_ Bollitier,
Wihen: 7:30 a.m.
Thursday
Where: Renaissance on
9th, 1816 Ninth St. W.,
Bradenton.

Informationor.

| tiokets: 761 7012 ext.
2047, orvisit www.
takestockmanates.

www.takestockin
thildren.com

com or

" lege but because of life's cir-.

cumstances, do not have the
means.

“We want to bring leaders
togetherthats_en{ethesame

P
tionships,” said Diana Dill,

program director for Take ever to receive a scholarship
Stock in Children. through the program.
“It’s really a wonderful way
al Prayer Breakfast held in fora student to earn a college
Washington, D.C,, in which  degree,” said Dill. “It helps re-
everyprsidmtsincebw:ght lieve some of the stress for the
D.Eisenhower has participat- studentabout how they are go-
ed,oxganize:shopeﬁomlight ing to afford college.”
en communityleaders Scholarship money is raised
through grants, donations and

in turn, inspire them to help  fundraisers, said Dill. The Flor-
low-income, at-risk students idaPrepaid Scholarship Foun-
achieve their dreams. dation matches funds

“It gives leaders an oppor- making it possible for Take
tunity to come together;and *'Stdck'in Children to serve a.
pursue a common goal,” 3aid = greaternumber of students.
DIl “We're serving thesame  ‘The program ‘already has

A chﬂdrenandthesameoom- helped 150 students achieve

 the dream of going to college.

'IhlreStockinChlldmnin 'Another160 middle andhigh
Manatee County started about  school children are enrolled in
12 years ago,accordingto Dill.  the program, with 41 of them
The first year, the program joining this past fall. About
awarded two scholarships; 25to30 more students are ex-
onetoaboyandonetoagirl = pected'to enter the program
“American Idol” finalist Sye-
shaMucadowastheﬁrstgiﬂ - BREAXFAST 1o 6E
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“These children need a prayer. We need to be praying for
these children and hoping their lives can be better”

Diana Dill, program director for Take Stock in Children

BREAKFAST rrow 1e

this spring, said Dill.

Inorder to qualify for 2 $10,000
Take Stock in Children college
scholarship through the Florida
Prepaid College program, a child
musthave financial hardship and
be in sixth grade through ninth
grade, said Dill.

Most of the children who qual-
ify for the scholarship program,

also qualify for free and reduced .

school lunches, said Dill. More
often than not, they come from

. challenging backgrounds with
unique family situations, she
said.

“They are deciding so'many
things before they should,” saxd
Dill. “These children need a
prayer. We need to be praying
for these children and hoping
their lives can be better.”

Once accepted, the student
signs an agreement, and must
stay drug free, crime free, and
maintain good grades until grad-
uation from high school, said Dill
They meet with a mentor every
week for 30 minutes.

Take Stock in Children has
a 96 percent success rate for
getting children through high
school and into college, accord-
ing to Dill.

“It’s very successful,” she said.
“We only lose about one child
per year.”

The prayer breakfast hopes to
be a“mentor-raiser” aswellasa
fundraiser, with organizers hop-
ing it will motivate attendees to

think about giving not just mon-

ey, but their time, said Dill. Men-
tors are a big part of the pro-
gram’s success, she said.

“We need mentors to encour-
age a student and keep them on
track,” said Dill. “What a differenice
they make in a child’s life.”
/ Students face challenges un-

like generations before, and need
a little extra support, said John
Murrell, a former school re-
source officer and now a Take
Stock mentor. He spends an hour
aweek helping a Harllee Middle

School student enrolled in the
scholarship program. He offers
an extra ear when the student
has academic problems or peer
pressure issues.

“I point him in a dlﬁ'erent di-
rection when he faces challeng-
es and help him make the right
choices,” said Murrell, now a
Manatee Sheriff’s lieutenant.
“It’s all about making the right
choices.”

Murrell works hard to help
keep him focused on school,
when the student sometimes is
distracted.

“I monitor where he’s at and
where he needs to be,” said Mur-
rell. “When I see areas where
he’s falling short, I can talk to
the teachers and get him back
ontrack”

Joshua Senften, 16, a junior at
Braden River High School who
hasbeeninthe program for about
three years, appreciates the men-
toring. It gives a student some-
one to talk to no matter what the
situation is, and makes a differ-
ence in life-changing decisiofis,
hesaid. -

“If I have trouble with any-
thing, I talk to him,” said Sen-
ften, who hopes to major in mu-
sic education after he graduates
high school.

Through weekly meetings,
mentor Katie Klomp shares her
experiences and lends an extra

ear, but also stresses to Ibarra-

that education will be her way
out of the farm fields.

“I think it helped expand her
world,” said Klomp. “It helps her
to see that she can be something
more, that she doesn’t have to be
a migrant worker.”

Ibarra, a junior at Lakewood
Ranch High School, travels with
her family from Florida to Michi-
gan each year to pick vegetables.
She returns to Florida just after
the school year begins, yet con-

tinues to take honors classesand’

maintains a 4.25 grade point av-
erage, said Klomp.

Klomp complimented Ibarra’s
dedication to her school work
and motivation to complete the

Take Stock program to receive
her scholarship.

“She’s brilliant and she’s got a
great attitugle,” said Klomp. “Not
only is she taking the hardest
classes and maintaining good
grades, she has to make up class-
es each year”

Both Ibarra and Senften are
participating in the Leadership
Prayer Breakfast. Ibarra will lead
attendees in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Senften will be playing
tunes with a jazz combo.

Dill said the Take Stock in Chil-
dren program does more than just
send children to college; it helps
change children’s lives.

“I think this program lets a
child believe in themselves,”
she said. “Life can be tough and
sometimes we need someone to
see the greatness in us. We help
good kids become great.”



